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On the 14th August 2018 I reported on work that Arun District Council were doing with the government in trying to change legislation with regard to the Mobile Homes Licensing Act.   The following information was recently sent to residents of the Mobile Home Parks who are directly affected by the ongoing issues.
Mobile Homes Licensing, etc. –Marigolds and The Willows. 
Update from Arun District Council as Licensing Authority – December 2018 
Further to the recent updates in August and November please see the information below. As you will see there is good progress being made both locally and nationally and I will share further updates with you in the future.
On 27 November 2018 Nat Slade from Arun District Council again met with the government minister (Heather Wheeler) to progress our concerns.
The government is very supportive of the work that Arun is doing and is now better able to time-table the changes in legislation outlined in our November update.  Consultations on the fit and proper person test for site owners will be starting as early as spring 2019, with a view to legislating over the summer.
More changes on protecting residents will be added during the following year
Meanwhile, the Minister said that they will publicise what is being done and their plans to carry this through – it is hoped this will support residents in making decisions on whether to sign up to new leases.
The Minister has also agreed that Arun’s advice will be sought with regard to the wording of the legislation to help resolve the issues Arun and our residents, are experiencing.
We anticipate a letter or publication from the Ministry in the near future and will share this as soon as it becomes available.
Staying Warm and Heating Grant Support
At this time of the year when the weather is getting colder, ADC offers support to more vulnerable residents.  Arun District Council has access to the West Sussex Better Care Fund in the form of Safe and Warm Home Grants and are able to provide fully funded heating systems to eligible residents.
There is a leaflet available which promotes the grants available and a free home energy visit can be arranged with officers who will be able to give advice on staying warm, financial support, help to heat homes and energy switching etc.  A home energy visit can be arranged by phoning 01903 737862.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further assistance or you become aware of any resident who you feel could potentially benefit from this service.
ADC Cabinet are currently finalising for approval the Housing and Homelessness strategy, which will assist and support large numbers of residents in the North Bersted area and the district as a whole. It contains topics, such as: Leaving the Armed Forces, Substance Misuse, Services provided by Stonepillow, Services provided by the Salvation Army and Turning Tides, formally Worthing Churches.  It also looks at Social and Affordable Housing allocation, Private Rented Sector etc and increase in housing supply across all tenures.  This document will be available to view online and is to be approved at the next Full Council Meeting.

Fir Tree Close
I have been liaising with a resident in Fir Tree Close as they have an issue with rats.  The properties in question are owned by a Housing Association but Arun District Council are giving advice and I have made myself available if the residents need any further help.
Public Toilet update
Although there are no public toilets in Bersted, the question was raised by the Parish Council last year about the proposed closures of some toilets.  There was a meeting of the Environment and Leisure Working Group on 27th November where a report update was given about the current situation with the Public Toilets in the District.  The officers have been working very hard with Parish Councils to ensure many of the toilets remain open and work is being undertaken on those toilets which are in urgent need of repair.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The report is quite lengthy, so I haven’t included it in my report, but it can be viewed on the ADC website if any members are interested in reading about the current position.
If you require any further information regarding the above, please do not hesitate to contact me and I will endeavour to help.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.


 





